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DID YOU KNOW? 


LGBTQ2+ students are one of the few minority groups who do not qualify 
for the majority of diversity scholarships. OUTLaw’s initiative to create a 
scholarship specifically for students who are involved with the LGBTQ2+ 
community, will be filling a void that exists within our current awards, 
and further promoting an environment that is supportive and inclusive 
of the LGBTQ2+ community. 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 


OUTLaw and Friends 


Inclusivity Award 
Supporting the LGBTQ2+ community at the Faculty of Law 


OUTLaw Alberta is a student group within the University of 
Alberta Faculty of Law that was founded in 2008 to serve and 
aid LGBTQ2+ law students and their allies. The primary goal 
of OUTLaw is to promote a LGBTQ2+ positive atmosphere at 
the Faculty of Law. 
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“The sense of community among the students and 


faculty at UAlberta Law is absolutely incredible. By 
participating in anumber of Faculty groups, | was able 
to experience this camaraderie first-hand and build. 
relationships that will last far beyond my time at law \ 
school. Being acknowledged by the Faculty with an 
award for student involvement validates the work we 
have done to make the Faculty of Law more inclusive 
and welcoming than ever!” 


BRANDYN RODGERSON, Past President, OUTLaw 


Your Gift Matters 


Please contact our development office at 780.492.5573 
if you would like more information on how to support 
this important initiative. 


DONATE ONLINE by visiting ualberta.ca/Law/make-a-gift 


Gifts of any amount to this endowment are appreciated. 
A charitable receipt will be issued by the University of Alberta. 
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THE NEXT GENERATION 
STUDENT SUCCESS FROM THE CLASS OF 2018. 


From securing a highly sought-after clerkship, to finding victory in 
a moot courtroom, to winning a national competition and a notable 
award, these members of the next generation of lawyers, who we're 
proud to call new alumni, each had a spectacular year. 


MEET OUR 11 NEW TENURE-TRACK FACULTY 
HOW OUR PERIOD OF RENEWAL IS ADDING UP. 


In a dynamic and rapidly changing profession, the University of 
Alberta Faculty of Law is taking steps to maintain and further 
strengthen its reputation as an innovative and forward-thinking law 
school. In only three years, 11 new tenure-track scholars have been 
hired, comprising one third of the Faculty complement. 


SYNCRUDE’S IN-HOUSE COUNSEL RELISHES 
ROLE OF GENERALIST 

NAVIGATING MANY ASPECTS OF OILSANDS 
OPERATIONS IS EXCITING, REWARDING. 


“The oilsands aren't for the faint of heart,” says Ray Hansen QC, ’81 
LLB. After more than 30 years as in-house counsel for Syncrude, 
the company’s vice-president of law and land knows that fact 
better than anyone. 


Cover Photography: Roth & Ramberg 
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elcome to the 2018 Spring 
issue of Without Prejudice, 
the University of Alberta 


Faculty of Law alumni magazine. As 
UAlberta Law alumni, you are members 
of a vibrant community of lawyers, 
scholars, business people and other 
professionals that is synonymous 

with excellence — locally, nationally 
and globally. It has been yet another 
spectacular year for our Faculty, and 

| could scarcely be prouder or more 
optimistic about our future. 


When | welcomed the incoming 
class of 2020 to the Faculty of Law in 
September of 2017, ahead of a very 
special keynote address from Former 
Supreme Court of Canada Chief Justice 
Beverley McLachlin, | spoke of how the 
previous year had been a watershed 
one for the Faculty. Yet nothing can truly 
compare to the incredible breakthroughs 
we saw during the 2017-2018 academic 
year: our competitive moot program 
returned home with three national 
and two provincial first-place trophies; 
we hosted groundbreaking national 
conferences on topics ranging from 


University of Alberta Faculty of Law 


Indigenous law to technological 

innovation in the legal profession; 
and we launched new experiential 
learning courses and internships. 


In September, | will proudly welcome 
the class of 2021 to a law school that 
this year was ranked among the top 
100 global law schools by the Times 
Higher Education World University 
Rankings for the first time in our 
history — an increase of 24 spots 
from last year and 54 from two years 
ago. But while this makes for a great 
talking point, | believe we need to keep 
working and building on our recent 
successes. This means continuing to 
invest in new and innovative curricular 
and new extracurricular offerings 
for students, while continuing to hire 
new faculty and sessional instructors 
so we are increasingly a first choice 
for prospective law students across 
Canada and beyond. 


Attracting world-class instructional 
talent to our Faculty has been a key 
priority of my deanship, and | am 
pleased to note that over the past three 
years we have hired 11 new professors, 


4 Il 


“It has been yet another 
spectacular year for our 
Faculty and I could 
scarcely be prouder or 
more optimistic about 


our future.” 


who represent a third of our faculty 
complement. Of these 11, six are 
women and two are of Indigenous 
background. This year, we are proud 
to welcome seven new instructors, of 
whom five were recruited as part of 
2018's hiring cycle and two were hired 
in 2017. You can read about them in 
this issue. 


However, the past year has not been 
without its challenges. In the aftermath 
of the University of Alberta’s decision 
this spring to grant an honorary 
doctorate to David Suzuki, | heard 
from many of you, particularly those 
employed in Alberta’s energy sector 
who were dismayed by the decision. 

As a law dean in an oil and gas 

province, | understand the strength 

of the response over Suzuki's vocal 
anti-oilsands and anti-pipeline stances, 
particularly at a time of such uncertainty 
in the energy sector. Our profile on Ray 
Hansen QC, ‘81 LLB reinforces this 
commitment. 


This controversy has been an 
opportunity to “check in” with our 
alumni community and restate our 
commitment to ongoing dialogue on 
important issues pertaining to the 
Faculty. | continue to be impressed by 
the support we receive, financial and 
otherwise, from our alumni. 


Your engagement allows us to 
continue along this amazing trajectory 
of growth and excellence and to provide 
critically important support for our 
students. 


Thank you for your continued support 
and for being an integral part of this 
ongoing success story. 


¥Y fio 


@UAlbertaLaw 


| UPFRONT 


JANUARY 2018 
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DEAN’S WOMEN IN LAW 
SPEAKER SERIES 


The 2018 Women In Law Dean’s Speaker 
Series featured 11 female leaders from 
across the legal profession, including 
Court of Queen’s Bench of Alberta 
Justice Michele Hollins, Alberta Crown 
Prosecutor and UAlberta Law sessional 
instructor Karen Hewitt, QC, ‘89 LLB, 
Olympic swimming silver medallist- 
turned-tax attorney Cheryl Gibson, 

QC and Indigenous advocate and 2016 
UAlberta Alumni Award winner Koren 
Lightning-Earle, ‘07 LLB. 


University of Alberta Faculty of Law 


FEBRUARY 2018 


LAW SHOW: MONSTERS LLP 


The 22nd Annual Law Show with 
Monsters LLP, a legal spoof on the 2001 
Pixar animated film Monsters, Inc., 
involved 200 people as actors, writers 
and stagehands. The show marked a 
new partnership with WIN House, a non- 
profit that provides shelter for women 
and children fleeing domestic violence, 
to which show proceeds were donated. 
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LEGAL INNOVATION CONFERENCE 


The Dean's Office hosted its first ever Legal 
Innovation Conference in partnership with the 
Law and Business Association in January. Expert 
panelists from across the legal profession and the 
IT world, including James T. Swanson, ‘83 LLB, 
Derek Hopfner, ‘09 LLB and Jason Morris, ‘10 
LLB, covered topics ranging from the use of drone 
technology for information gathering to the future 
collaborative relationship between human lawyers 
and intelligent machines in what many experts are 
now referring to as the “fourth industrial revolution”. 


MARCH 2018 


UALBERT 


LEITCH LECTURE 
WITH WARREN KINSELLA 


One of Canada’s most-celebrated 
political pundits, author and journalist 
Warren Kinsella, delivered the Faculty’s 
27th annual Leitch Lecture. Kinsella 
discussed the upsurge in far-right 
extremism in the aftermath of Donald 
Trump's election victory in the US and 
the Brexit vote in the UK, the likely 
spillover effect of these events in 
Canada and the necessary steps for 
curbing the rise of hate and racism 

in the United States and Canada. 


rg oe 
ABORIGINAL LAW SPEAKER SERIES 


The Indigenous Law Students’ Association's 16th 
annual Aboriginal Law Speaker Series focused on 
“Indigenous Law: Theory and Practice” and the notion 
of Canada as a “multi-jural” state. Speakers of note 
included Joyce Tekahnawiiaks King, director of justice 
at the Akwesasne Court in Ontario, Métis author Maria 
Campbell and researcher and recently appointed 
UAlberta Law assistant professor Darcy Lindberg. 


MOOT TRIUMPHS 


2018 will go down in UAlberta Law history as a momentous year 
for the Faculty’s competitive moot program. UAlberta Law teams 
captured first-place trophies at three national moots (Gale Cup, 
Wilson Moot and Bowman Tax Moot) and two provincial moots 
(Bennett Jones Health Law Moot and Alberta Court of Appeal 
Moot), while also placing fifth internationally at the Oxford 
International IP Moot. UAlberta Law also hosted the Canadian 
Client Consultation Competition, presided over by Alberta Court 
of Queen's Bench Chief Justice Mary Moreau, ‘79 LLB. 


APRIL 2018 


WELCOME CLASS OF 2021 


A record 240 admited students and guests of the 
class of 2021 had an opportunity to walk the halls 
of UAlberta Law at the 2018 Dean’s Welcome. 
Speakers included Dean Paul Paton, 2017 class 
valedictorian Brandyn Rodgerson, Law Students’ 
Association President Robert Marquette, moot 
program representative Heather Cave and 
Women’s Law Forum co-chair Emma Banfield. 
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Mark Your Calendar 


SEPTEMBER 4 TO 7: 
Orientation Week 


SEPTEMBER 21 TO 24: 
Alumni Weekend 


SEPTEMBER 24: 
2018 Alumni Awards 


Ceremony 


OCTOBER 2: 
Commercial Law 
Symposium 
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THE NEXT 
GENERATION 


STUDENT SUCCESS FROM THE CLASS OF 2018 


The students you're about to meet have experienced success 
both inside and outside the classroom. From securing a highly 
sought-after clerkship, to finding victory in a moot courtroom, 
to winning a national competition and a notable award, these 
members of the next generation of lawyers, who we're proud 
to call new alumni, each had a spectacular 2018. 


Dylan Gibt 


Education: E 
Science, Con 


Section |: Getting Hired 


How a former software developer became a thriving 
law student headed for the Supreme Court 


he harder you work, the luckier 
you get is a phrase Dylan Gibbs 
understands well. Riding high 


after securing a clerkship with the 
Supreme Court of Canada, the Calgary- 
born graduating student can also reflect 
on a bevy of other accomplishments 

as he ventures into an exciting new 
chapter of his career. 


Before enrolling at the University of 
Alberta Faculty of Law, Gibbs completed 
an undergraduate degree in computer 
science from UAlberta and became a 
software developer. Always up for a new 
challenge, his next step was law school. 


“I came back to school with the 
mindset that for three years it was 
going to be something I’m very 
seriously focused on,” he said. “| don’t 
think | had the same work ethic in my 
undergrad so it was good to come back 
‘all-in’ for law school.” 


While at the Faculty, Gibbs worked 
as a research assistant to Dean Paton 
and Professor Steven Penney, was an 
editorial board member of the Alberta 
Law Review, a writing fellow of the 
first-year Legal Research and Writing 
Program, and as co-president of the 
Law and Business Association he 


helped organize the inaugural Legal 
Innovation Conference, where he also 
acted as a panel moderator. 


“Innovation is a topic that involves 
collaboration between multiple areas 
and many of the advancements we've 
had in the legal profession would not 
have been possible without computing 
science advancements,” he said. 


Though law is his new focus, 
computer science hasn't strayed 
far from his mind. 


He currently volunteers with 
Canada Learning Code, an organization 
that allows him to mentor women and 
youth with an interest in learning 
computer programming. 


He’s also known for putting 
on stellar performances in the 
competitive moot program. In 2016, 
after competing in the Brimacombe 
Selection Round, the qualifying round to 
determine eligibility for the year’s moot 
season, Gibbs was named first runner- 
up. The next year, he placed first out 
of 76 participants. In March 2018, he 
competed in the Laskin Moot, one of 
Canada’s most prestigious bilingual 
moots, where he and his team placed 
third for best factum. 
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6 2018 Judges’ Bronze Medal 


By Priscilla Popp 
Photography: Roth & Ramberg 


GRADUATE 
PLACEMENTS 


95.4% 


of students from the 
Class of 2017 seeking 


articling positions were 


able to secure them. 


FEATURE 


“Good things tend to happen when you invest 
yourself fully and take advantage of the 
opportunities that are given to you.” 


He also won the Insolvency Institute 
of Canada Writing Award for his 
paper “Whose Restructuring is it 
Anyway? The Disconnect Between 
Third-Party Releases and the CCAA's 
Restructuring Purpose.” 


The article was initially written 
for Prof. Rod Wood's second-year 
Bankruptcy and Insolvency course. 


“Insolvency litigation is an absolutely 
fascinating area of law,” he said. 


Most recently, he was named 
valedictorian for the 2018 graduating 
class. 


Gibbs said his early experiences 
in law have fuelled and confirmed his 
desire to be a lawyer, and emphasized 
the importance of getting involved 
outside of the classroom, something 
he didn’t do during his undergraduate 
degree. 


“One thing I've learned is that good 
things tend to happen when you invest 
yourself fully and take advantage of the 
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opportunities that are given to you,” 
he said. 


His latest accomplishment is perhaps 
the most rewarding and challenging yet. 


Gibbs was intent on securing a 
clerkship with the Supreme Court of 
Canada, no small feat considering that 
last year marked the first time in seven 
years that a student from UAlberta Law 
did so. 


His application was successful and 
he is headed to Canada’s top court. 


“The Supreme Court provides 
an unparalleled opportunity to work 
alongside a group of like-minded 
individuals who all have a passion 
for the law,” he said, adding that he’s 
grateful for the support and guidance 
of faculty members throughout the 
application process. 


Gibbs’ prestigious clerkship 
placement begins in September 2019 
with the Hon. Russell Brown, before 
which he will clerk at the Court of 
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Appeal and finish articles with Bennett 
Jones LLP, both in Calgary. 


His desire and decision to clerk 
at the Supreme Court would have 
surprised a first-year Gibbs, who said 
he initially had no interest in litigation. 


“Il took some time to work after my 
undergraduate degree and before law 
school, so | wanted to get into a law firm 
as soon as possible. | was also interested 
in solicitor work, while clerks are often 
geared more towards litigation. After my 
first year of law school and a summer of 
work experience, though, | realized that 
litigation would be a much better fit 
for me,” he said. 


“| can definitely say that | would like 
to argue a case before the Supreme 
Court at some point in my career. 

It would be great to see the Court 
from both sides of the bench.” 


By Geoff McMaster 
Photography: Richard Siemens 


Moot Wins 


HEATHER.CAVE:S 

SEEMINGLY 

UNWINNABLE 
APPEAL AT.MOOI 


How one student’s 
history as a dancer taught 


her how to push her limits 


law student Heather Cave and 

her UAlberta Law moot team were 
assigned an argument for the national 
Gale Cup — Canada’s premiere criminal 
moot competition — they had clearly 
drawn the short straw. 


[ seemed a sucker’s bet. When 


Facing off in the final against the 
University of Toronto last February, 
they had to appeal in simulation a real, 
unanimous Supreme Court decision 
backed by the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. The case involved the 
illegal search a of a drug dealer's 
residence, which the court deemed 
a charter violation. 


Heather Cave, JD ‘18 


“| had to argue there wasn't a 
Education: Ballet Education, violation,” said Cave. “This guy had a 
Master of Education | lot of drugs in his house, but when the 
Hometown: Hinton, Alberta police showed up, he admitted to having 
three marijuana roaches. The police 
decided to search without a warrant, and 
2018 George Bligh O'Connor when they got in, they found the drugs, 
© Silver Medal in Law as well as guns and cash. 
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FEATURE 


“You get to feel like a real 
lawyer. It's nice to make 
your own argument instead 
of just reading other people’s 
arguments all the time.” 


“After racking our brains, we came 
up with something that kind of made 
sense — a Statutory argument based on 
the wording of the Controlled Drug and 
Substances Act. We based our appeal on 
exigent circumstances, and managed to 
convince a few judges.” 


It was a spectacular win for her team, 
and in addition to the cup, Cave herself 
took home a medal for best speaker in 
the competition. 


“One of my professors really pushed 
me, and I'm glad he did,” she said. “You 
get to feel like a real lawyer. It’s nice to 
make your own argument instead of just 
reading other people's arguments all 
the time.” 


LOVE OF DANCE 


This June, Cave will top off her 
moot success by convocating with a 
law degree. You'd think someone with 
that zest for litigation was destined to 
be a lawyer, perhaps dreaming about it 
from the time she was a child. But law 
was actually the last thing on her mind 
growing up in Hinton, Alberta. 


University of Alberta Faculty of Law 


Cave has been a committed ballet 
dancer for as long as she can remember, 
pirouetting from the age of three. But 
she realized in high school that she'd 
have a limited run as a dancer. It’s hard 
on the body, “and the hours are terrible,” 
she said. “You're often working until 10 
p.m. on Saturdays, so | knew that wasn't 
going to last forever.” 


She decided to become a dance 
teacher instead, earning a degree in 
ballet education from the Royal Academy 
of Dance in London, England. From there 
she studied at the renowned Ailey School 
in New York for a year. 


She then taught ballet for three 
years in Edmonton and returned to New 
York to complete a master’s degree in 
education at New York University. Back 
in Edmonton, she had been running the 
ballet program at a school called Dance 
Theme on the city’s north side, full time, 
even when she decided to push herself 
even more by studying law. 


“Law school was the hardest thing I’ve 
ever done, for sure, but | Loved it,” she 
said. “] just wanted to challenge myself 
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STUDENTS 


competed in the 2017 
Brimacombe Selection 
Round, marking the highest 
number of students in six 
years who applied to be 
considered for a spot ona 
moot team. 


academically a bit more. It's been nice to 
have balance; when you're in law you can 
get wrapped up in the law bubble, so it's 
nice to have another life outside of that. 
It keeps me sane.” 


Cave admits the balancing act has 
been “a little crazy,” however. “| don't 
sleep a lot, and my Netflix time is 
very minimal.” 


After collecting her parchment 
June 12, Cave will article at the local 
firm Brownlee LLP starting in July. In 
the meantime, she will assist her moot 
coach, Peter Sankoff, with a Supreme 
Court appeal he is preparing. 


All of that means pulling back 
from dance instruction, aside from 
the odd weekend class, said Cave, 
as she pursues her goal of practising 
civil litigation. 

“| have to get a little more seniority 
in the law world, so | have more control 
over my life,” she said. “But I've toyed 
with the idea of maybe opening my own 
dance school, years and years down the 
road, as a side project.” 


Advocate 


Former peacekeeper’s film argues for arms export a 


By Brea Elford 


“TI was a peacekeeper in Bosnia and I’ve seen the effects on the 


ground. That area of law is important to me.” 


for a nationwide competition, 

he urges Canada to adopt laws 
preventing exports of arms to nations 
that violate human rights. 


I Steven Devenney’s winning video 


The graduating UAlberta Law student's 
film answered the question, “What is 
the biggest human rights challenge 
facing Canada today and how can it 
be addressed?” His video submission 
won him a trip to the nation’s capital 
to engage with federal officials and 
academics about current and emerging 
human rights issues in Canada. 


Devenney hopes the video, in which 
he discusses Canada acceding to the 
international Arms Trade Treaty, its 
existing export policies and possible 
solutions to the issue, will help the 
subject reach a larger public audience. 


“It's the one policy that has the 
potential to impact the most people and 


violate the broadest range of human 
rights,” he said, adding the subject 
isn’t often clearly discussed in the 
mainstream media. 


Devenney wrote a paper on the topic 
for a human rights class, which he 
adapted for the film. Even though he had 
never before made a video, he thought 
it was too important an opportunity to 
pass up. 


“The video is calling for Canada to 
take a leadership role and implement 
legislation that prevents arms exports 
to countries that consistently violate 
human rights,” he said. 


While some people associate the 
arms trade with guns and weapons, 
said Devenney, even the sale of 
armoured vehicles to war-torn 
countries has the potential to affect 
individuals on the ground. 
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He witnessed first-hand the impact 
of the arms trade in volatile nations as 
an intelligence officer in the military for 
24 years, before his return to full-time 
studies. 


“| was a peacekeeper in Bosnia and I've 
seen the effects on the ground,” he said. 
“That area of law is important to me.” 


Every two to three years, Justice 
Canada organizes a Human Rights 
Learning Day in Ottawa. In 2017, to 
celebrate Canada’s 150th birthday and the 
35th anniversary of the Canadian Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms, the department 
put out a call for video submissions to law 
students across Canada to contribute to 
human rights discussions. 


The top three video submissions were 
shown to more than 200 government 
officials, law professionals, students 
and academics during the Learning Day 
festivities. 
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OUTSTANDING COMMITMENT.10 
COMPASSION, EQUAL RIGHTS WINS 
GRACE. CLEVELAND. ACCLAIMED. AWARD 


Blog, online campaign ignites cross-community dialogue 


Grace Cleveland, jb 18 


Education: Bachelor of Arts, 
Master of Arts, English 


Hometown: White Rock, BC 


By Brea Elford, Ben Freeland 
Photography: Joyful Emotion, Jessica Handjiev 


hile law school is full of 
memories, 2018, in particular, 
will be a standout year for 


graduating student Grace Cleveland. 


On top of co-authoring the award- 
winning blog ReconciliAction YEG 
and spearheading UAlberta Law's 
involvement in the nationwide 
#LawNeedsFeminismBecause campaign, 
Cleveland is the 2018 recipient of the 
Hon. Cecilia Johnstone Equality Award, 
given to a graduating student who has 
made an outstanding contribution to 
social equality in the community or at 
law school. 


The award was presented to Cleveland by 
the late Madam Justice Cecilia Johnstone's 
husband John Day and professor Rod 
Wood, during a banquet for the graduating 
class. The award was endowed in 2009 
by the family, friends and colleagues of 
the 1974 UAlberta Law alumna, who died 
in 2006 after spending much of her legal 
career fighting for equal rights for those 
working within the justice system. 


“It was important to me that it wasn’t just a 


Faculty of Law campaign, that the broader 


legal community was also represented.” 


“Justice Cecilia Johnstone was 
exactly the kind of woman | aspire to be, 
strong, committed and compassionate. 
Being honoured with an award in her 
name is something that will continue 
to inspire me for the rest of my life,” 
Cleveland said. 


The first female president of the 
Canadian Bar Association, Johnstone 
fought to implement recommendations 
urging equal treatment for lawyers, 
mostly women, who took time away 
from their careers to raise children. 
One of her rulings, in 1998, established 
that women be treated as equal to men 
when awards for injury are calculated. 
Historically, judges had given smaller 
awards to women in civil lawsuits, citing 
the argument that women usually earn 
less, whether due to lower salaries or 
due to time out of the workforce to 
raise children. 


“How can the court embrace pay 
inequity between males and females?” 
Justice Johnstone said in her ruling. 

“| cannot apply a flawed process which 
perpetuates a discriminatory practice,” 
she wrote. 


During her time in law school, 
Cleveland has embodied the leadership, 
compassion and commitment to equality 
issues that Johnstone exemplified 
throughout her career. 


After discovering UAlberta 
Law was not involved in the 
#LawNeedsFeminismBecause 
campaign — a Canada-wide initiative 
that sought to encourage members of 
the legal community (and law faculties 
across Canada) to consider the positive 
impact feminism can have on the legal 
profession — Cleveland decided to 
contact the campaign's founder and 
director at McGill University, and take 
on the project. 


The response was overwhelmingly 
positive, and a critical mass of UAlberta 
Law students and faculty members, as 
well as non-affiliated members of the 
Edmonton legal community, lent their 
voices and faces to the campaign. 


“It was important to me that it wasn't 
just a Faculty of Law campaign, that 
the broader legal community was also 
represented,” she said. 


In addition to being a law student, 
Cleveland is also a teaching fellow at 
Peter Lougheed Leadership College, 


Il 15 II 


where she teaches undergraduate 
students, while also furthering her 
professional development in the areas 
of leadership, pedagogy and beyond. 


Cleveland’s commitment to equality 
and fairness is also demonstrated 
through her involvement with 
ReconciliAction YEG, a project Cleveland, 
along with her colleagues Breanna 
Arcand-Kootenay, Katherine Creelman 
and Katelynn Cave, created as part of 
the Law and Social Media course at 
UAlberta Law. 


Through the blog, Cleveland and her 
colleagues wrote 120 posts over eight 
months concerning issues contained 
in the "Final Report of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission” and its 
94 Calls to Action. 


By covering a wide array of topics, 
including the Indian Residential School 
System and present-day inequities in 
child welfare and the criminal justice 
system, the blog encouraged much- 
needed dialogue and even earned the 
team a Canadian Law Blog Award for 
change and advocacy. 
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Excel At Academics By Priscilla Popp 


RACHELWEARV.LEADS, su” 
HER.GRADUATING.CLASS 
WITH TOP. MARKS 


Court of Appeal of Alberta clerk grateful 
for mentorship, guidance 


he end of law school will be 
especially momentous for 
Rachel Weary, who is the 2018 


recipient of the Horace Harvey Medal 
in Law, awarded to the student with top 
marks in the graduating class. From 
St. Albert, Alberta, Weary attended 
Paul Kane High School before pursuing 
her undergraduate degree in English 
from UAlberta. During her time at the 
Faculty, she was a part of the editorial 
team for the Alberta Law Review 
and was also a research assistant 
for professor Eric Adams on the 
Landscapes of Injustice project, which 
explored the dispossession of Japanese 
Canadians during World War Il. Weary 
recently began her clerkship at the 
Court of Appeal of Alberta in Edmonton. 
“I can’t tell you how honoured | feel 
to be awarded the Horace Harvey 
medal. More than anything, it’s a 
credit to the tremendous support and 
encouragement I’ve received from our 
Faculty and staff, who've gone above 
and beyond to help me succeed,” she 
said. “In particular, | owe special thanks 
to professor Eric Adams, for whom | 

Y 3 = worked as a research assistant in all 
Rachel Weary, JD ‘18 \ y = = three years of law school — I've been 

OL) “ail —— truly privileged to have him as a mentor, 

a a and I’m so grateful for his academic 
Hometown: St. Albert, Alberta X 4 B and professional guidance.” 


Education: Bachelor of Arts, English 


By Ben Freeland 
Photography: Joyful Emotion, Jessica Handjiev 
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Articling position marks 
beginning of third career for 
NCA graduate 


any UAlberta Law students 
came to law as a second 
career. For Peter Obiefuna, 


law represents career number three 
in along and eventful working life. 


A former software architect for 
CGI who started out as a physiology 
lecturer in his native Nigeria and 
Jamaica before moving into IT, Obiefuna 
began developing an interest in law as 
a volunteer African Community Liaison 
with the Edmonton Police Service. 


“In my role on the EPS committee 
| was receiving questions about human 
rights, law enforcement and others, for 
which | didn’t have good answers. The 
more | read about the law, the more 
curious | became, and the more 
| wanted to learn. Then, one thing led 
to another,” he said. 


Not in a position to pursue law school 
full time, Obiefuna enrolled in the 
online LLB program at the University of 
London (UK), which he completed in the 
summer of 2016. 


It was then that he decided he wanted 
to practise law, leading him to enrol 
as a full-time Internationally Trained 
Lawyer Pathway student to pursue his 
National Committee on Accreditation 
crediential, where he excelled, winning 
top prize for Torts for 2017. 


“The LLB program gave mea 
great foundation in legal theory and 
fundamentals. The UAlberta Law NCA 
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Peter Obiefuna, NCA ‘18 
Education: LLB 


Hometown: Ukpor, Nigeria 


program took that a step further by 
teaching me how to be a good advocate 
for clients. It gave me the confidence 

| needed to actually practise law,” 

he explained. 


Obiefuna, who turned 57 this year, 
has already begun an articling position 
at Law Depot. After a long journey to 
the law profession, he is excited to 
enter this new chapter of his life. 
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NEW 
TENURE-TRACK 
FACULTY 


How our period of renewal is adding up 


“Together, we’ve set the stage for these individuals to further build on the strong 
foundation laid by our current esteemed faculty, and help prepare and equip our students 
with the knowledge and tools needed to succeed as they enter the legal profession.” 


- Dean Paul Paton 


In a dynamic and rapidly changing profession, the University of Alberta 
Faculty of Law is taking steps to maintain and further strengthen its 
reputation as an innovative and forward-thinking law school. The Faculty’s 
commitment to hiring new, diverse and accomplished scholars has been the 
number one priority during Dean Paul Paton’s five-year term, which ends in 
2019. In only three years, 11 new tenure-track scholars have been hired. 


The new appointments make up about one-third of the entire faculty 
complement, and allow UAlberta Law the opportunity to build on its existing 
strengths as a world-leading law school in research, teaching and service. 


ANIMAL LAW 


Renowned Animal 
Law Scholar 


Currently: Doctor of Juridical Science 
Candidate, Harvard University 


. Eisen brings with her an 
impressive academic background, 
with a focus on law and social change 
in the area of animal agriculture. 


Prior to undertaking her doctoral 
work at Harvard, Eisen completed an 
LLM at Osgoode Hall Law School at 
York University, a JD at the University 
of Toronto Faculty of Law and a BA 
in political science and human rights 
studies at Barnard College, 
Columbia University. 


Her work has been published in the 
Journal of Law and Equality, the Animal 
Law Review, the Canadian Journal of 
Poverty Law, Transnational Legal Theory 
and ICON: The International Journal 
of Constitutional Law, and has covered 
topics ranging from Canadian and 
comparative constitutional equality 
law to legal dimensions of human- 
animal relationships. 


Although Eisen is a member of the 
Ontario Bar and has practised in the 
areas of human rights law, employment 
law and civil litigation, her true passion 
is for teaching and research. 


“While an advocate is bound to 
represent a particular position, a 
scholar is really invited to delve deeply 
into all sides of a question. But because 
legal academia is always tethered to 
legal practise and force, it is always 
accountable to ‘real life,’ which makes it 
so exciting and so important,” said Eisen. 


Eisen’s fields of study include equality 
law, comparative constitutional law, 
feminist legal theory, and law and social 
movements, but one of her primary 
areas of research focuses on the legal 
treatment of farmed animals in industry- 
scale operations and the exploration 
of social justice problems related to 
human-animal relationships. 


“My own research has explored the 
place of animals in constitutional theory, 
and has applied feminist and critical 
lenses to better understand the ways 
that law shapes animal agriculture. 
| am eager to contribute to UAlberta 
Law’s burgeoning animal law research 
community, while also connecting 
with the impressive scholars working 
on human-animal studies and critical 
animal studies in other departments at 
the university.” 


However, scholarly research won't 
be her sole focus. Eisen’s hope is that, 
through teaching, she will empower 
and equip a new generation of lawyers 
with the resources and tools needed to 
succeed in their chosen careers. 


INTERNATIONAL LAW 


International Water 
Law Expert 


Currently: Doctor of Juridical Science 
Candidate, University of Toronto 


T: mar Meshel’s doctoral research 


in international water law and 
dispute resolution examines the global 


Il 19 II 


impact of interstate freshwater disputes 
and their regulation; she'll defend her 
thesis, titled: “International Law and 
Transboundary Freshwater Resources: 
A Dispute Resolution Perspective,” 

this summer. 


Meshel became interested in 
international water law and freshwater 
disputes during a graduate fellowship 
at The Carter Center in Atlanta in 2013, 
where she researched the Nile River 
dispute between Ethiopia and Egypt. 
With the rising scarcity of freshwater 
and the growing risk of disputes over 
its allocation and use, Meshel said 
she decided to dedicate her doctoral 
research to this global problem and 
the potential role of international law 
in its resolution. 


Meshel also holds an LLM from 
University of Toronto Faculty of Law, and 
a JD with a business law concentration 
from the University of British Columbia 
School of Law. Her undergraduate 
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INTERNATIONAL LAW 


degree, from U of T and Santa Monica 
College, is an honours bachelor of arts 
in political science. 


Of Israeli and Polish descent, Meshel 
has lived and worked around the world. 
Throughout her studies, she aimed to 
gain a better understanding of both 
Canadian and international law. 


“| have a natural curiosity to explore 
and throughout my travels I’ve been 
exposed to many different legal systems 
and cultures,” she said. 


Over the past year, Meshel has been 
a researcher with UBC’s Decolonizing 
Water Initiative and a Schulich Fellow 
at the Dalhousie University School of 
Law, where she was nominated for the 
DLLA and LLS Award for Excellence in 
Teaching Law. 


She's also worked as a pro-bono legal 
advisor with the Jerusalem Arbitration 
Center in Israel and Palestine; as 
deputy counsel with the International 
Court of Arbitration of the International 
Chamber of Commerce in Paris; as an 
articling student and associate with 
Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP in 
Vancouver; and as a research fellow for 
the Department of International Law and 
Dispute Resolution at the Max Planck 
Institute for Procedural Law 
in Luxembourg. 


Her work has been published in 
The Law and Practice of International 
Courts and Tribunals, Questions 
of International Law and Water 
International, to name a few. 


“Academia combines teaching, 
research and service, all of which | love, 
and I'm very excited to begin my new 
chapter at U of A,” she said. 


University of Alberta Faculty of Law 


Prominent International 
Property Lawyer 


Currently: Hauser Global Post-Doctoral 
Fellow with the New York University 
Global Fellows Program 


or Peter Szigeti, the questions 

he finds most interesting are the 
interactions between property, public 
law, the natural environment and 
geographical already a focus of interest 
in Alberta. By joining UAlberta Law, he 
hopes to learn from and engage with his 
colleagues’ thoughts and experiences. 


“| have been struck by both the 
ambience of friendliness and collegiality 
at the University of Alberta, and the 
impressive legal research work that they 
have created,” he said. 


Szigeti holds a Master of International 
Law and International Organizations 
degree from the Sorbonne, and a JD in 
Hungarian Law from ELTE University 
in Budapest. He received his SJD from 
Harvard University and was botha 
Boulton Fellow at the McGill University 
Faculty of Law and a Max Weber 
Postdoctoral Fellow at the European 
University Institute in Florence, Italy. 


He also practised as a corporate 
lawyer in Hungary and served as 
a consultant in the Fisheries and 
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Aquaculture Policy and Economics 
Division of the UN Food and Agricultural 
Organization Fisheries Department 

in Rome. 


His research spans geo-ecological 
information in property, environmental 
and international law, conceptions of 
space in public law and immigration, 
mobility, belonging and identification. 

Szigeti is hoping his wide range of 
experiences from around the world will 
best equip him for the classroom. 


“I'm looking forward to expanding 
my teaching portfolio to include several 
courses that involve law and geography 
and to experimenting with teaching 
methodologies that invite the maximum 
amount of engagement, interest and 
creativity from the students,” 
said Szigeti. 


Prominent Indigenous 
Law Academic 


Currently: Doctor of Juridical Science 
Candidate, University of Victoria 


indberg’s doctoral research, 
| Pca by John Borrows, 
Canada Research Chair in Indigenous 
Law, focuses on the constitutional and 
legal theory of Plains Cree peoples in 


INDIGENOUS LAW 


relation to the land, water and animals, 
and the transsystemic relationships 
with Canadian constitutional law. 


Lindberg, who is Plains Cree from 
Wetaskiwin, holds an LLM from the 
University of Victoria; his thesis 
explores Cree legal orders through 
an examination of ceremonial rules 
of procedure and the transformation 
of gendered protocols. His article 
“Transforming Buffalo: Plains 
Cree Constitutionalism and Food 
Sovereignty” will be published in 
a forthcoming collection on food 
law in Canada. 


Lindberg is looking forward to 
furthering his academic background 
by engaging with and learning from 


students and faculty members when he 


begins teaching next winter. 


“Seeing the legal challenges some 
of these communities face, I’m excited 
to work with other experts in the field,” 
he said. “I never would have guessed 


the amount of thinkers I’ve met who are 


doing the same sort of work.” 


After graduating with an English 
degree from Augustana University 
College, Lindberg spent five years with 
the government of Alberta, working 
closely with First Nations and Métis 
groups in Alberta. Once he connected 
with the people and saw some of the 
systemic problems facing different 
communities, he decided a law degree 
would best equip him to help. 


He said his position as an academic 
scholar is one he does not take lightly. 


“It’s a really honoured position, 
when you're being asked to help. | feel 
like I’m in that role; I’m serving our 
communities, engaging with them, and 
hopefully I’m helping bridge the gap,” 
he said. 

Previously, Lindberg practised with 
Davis LLP in Whitehorse as an articling 
student and then lawyer, and he says 
the first-hand experience he gained 


during his time in Northern Canada 
shaped his studies and research. 


In addition, for nearly 15 years he’s 
been involved with Alberta’s Future 
Leaders Program, an Indigenous- 
focused youth program that helps build 
sport, recreation and cultural programs 
in Indigenous communities. He has 
also worked as a research assistant in 
the Indigenous Law Research Unit and 
cultural support co-ordinator at the 
University of Victoria Faculty of Law. 


“It will be great to work with the 
students and professors and to bea 
part of the vision people are talking 
about here,” he said. 


Indigenous Legal 
Issues Expert 


Currently: Schulich School of 
Administration at Dalhousie University 


Our from Treaty 8 territory in 
northeastern British Columbia (he 
is Métis), Nichols has achieved a number 
of notable academic accomplishments. 
He has two PhDs — one in law from 

the University of Victoria and another 

in philosophy from the University 

of Toronto. 


Nichols is a UAlberta alumnus, having 
completed an MA in sociology and a 
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BA in political science at the university. 
While his JD is from the University of 
British Columbia, he has numerous 
connections to UAlberta Law faculty 
members — George Pavlich, a professor 
of law and sociology, was a reader for 
his MA and his path has also previously 
crossed with assistant professor Hadley 
Friedland and incoming faculty member 
Darcy Lindberg. 


“Going back to the U of A for the 
interview and meeting people again was 
like coming full circle,” he said. “It’s nice 
to have active connections so | can hit 
the ground running.” 


Nichols is very familiar with the 
areas UAlberta Law has prioritized in 
recent years, including Aboriginal and 
Indigenous Law and educating students 
on related legal issues. 


“Having Hadley and professor 
Catherine Bell and hiring Darcy puts U 
of Aup there as a leader in teaching this 
area of law. It signals that the university 
is taking these issues very seriously,” 
said Nichols. 


Nichols’ dissertation at UVic 
was entitled “Reconciliation and 
the Foundations of Aboriginal 
Law in Canada,” and he is also a co- 
investigator and Working Group 
Chair of Policy Innovation for a 
$2.5M SSHRC Partnership Grant 
entitled “Decolonizing Water: 
Building Resilient Water Futures.” 


He’s also a research fellow with the 
Centre for International Governance 
Innovation’s International Law Research 
Program, where he is researching the 
possible implications of the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples for constitutional 
law. His research interests include 
Indigenous governance, international 
law and governance, plurinational 
federalism, constitutional law and 
the history of political thought. 
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NYE, 


Legal Philosophy 
Expert 


Currently: LSE Fellow at London School 
of Economics and Political Science 


illary Nye completed her JSD 

at the New York University 
School of Law. Her dissertation, titled 
“Legal Philosophy in Quest of Itself: 
A Rule-of-Law Centred Approach to 
the Philosophy of Law,” argued that 
normative questions that have practical 
upshots for our lives should be 
paramount in legal philosophy. 


Property Law 


The fact that UAlberta Law offers 
jurisprudence as a compulsory course 
was a crucial factor in her decision to 
join the Faculty. 


“It's so valuable that students are 
able to learn about moral and political 
questions that are related to the 
profession they're going to join,” she 
said. “Legal philosophy allows us to 
question what law is and what it should 
be, and to bring a critical perspective 
to the practice of law.” 


Nye also holds an LLM in legal 
theory from New York University School 
of Law; a bachelor of arts from the 
University of Queensland in Brisbane, 
Australia, with majors in philosophy 
and political science; and an honours 
bachelor of laws, also from the 
University of Queensland. 


Before that, she held a visiting 
doctoral researcher position at the 
University of Toronto Faculty of Law. 


Her peer-reviewed articles have 
been published in the Oxford Journal 
of Legal Studies and Canadian Journal 
of Law and Jurisprudence, and 
include the pieces, “A Critique of the 
Concept-Nature Nexus in Joseph Raz’s 
Methodology,” and “Staying Busy While 


“Legal philosophy allows us 
to question what law is and 
what it should be, and to 
bring a critical perspective 


to the practice of law.” 


Doing Nothing? Dworkin’s Complicated 
Relationship with Pragmatism.” 


Nye is also an experienced presenter, 
having spoken on such topics as the rule 
of law, philosophy of law, pragmatism 
and philosophical methodology. She 
said that while researching and writing 
are both important components in the 
world of academics, the opportunity to 
encourage and promote the exchange 
of ideas can’t be understated. 


“Academia can be very solitary at 
times, especially when you're writing, 
but ideas don’t find their shape until 
they're tested in front of other audiences 
and shared,” she said. 


“Students come with different 
perspectives, eager to take what they 
learn out into the world, and I’m excited 
to be at a place with the level of energy 
that’s prevalent at the U of A right now.” 


Environmental Law 


Malcolm Lavoie researches property law, Aboriginal law 

and the intersection of private law and constitutional law. 

He is completing an SJD at Harvard Law School, where he 
has been a Frank Knox Memorial Fellow and Project on the 
Foundations of Private Law Fellow. In 2017, he was awarded a 
CALT Scholarly Paper Award. He previously clerked for Justice 
Rosalie Abella of the Supreme Court of Canada. 


Cameron Jefferies focuses on environmental law, international 
law, oceans law and wildlife conservation. This year, he 
launched the Oceans Law and Policy course, an intensive, 
two-week course that introduces students to the fundamentals 
of the law of the sea. The first-of-its-kind course is the latest 
offering in a Faculty-wide emphasis on experiential learning. 


Law and Technology/ 
Administrative Law 
Expert 


Currently: SSHRC and Endeavour 
Postdoctoral Fellow at the University 
of New South Wales Law School 


ennifer Raso completed her SJD at 
the University of Toronto, where she 


studied as a SSHRC Bombardier Scholar 
and an Anisman Fellow. During her 
doctorate, she was a junior fellow at the 
Centre for Criminology and Sociolegal 


Indigenous Law 


“As anew faculty member, I look forward to exploring 


cutting-edge public law issues with students and 


contributing to the faculty’s growing scholarly community.” 


Studies, a visiting researcher at UC 
Berkeley's Center for the Study of Law 
and Society and a senior editor of the 
Journal of Law and Equality. 


As a postdoctoral scholar, she has 
also been a visitor at Yale Law School's 
Information Society Project. 


Before her doctorate, Raso articled 
and practiced administrative and human 
rights law with the City of Toronto's Legal 
Services Division. She received her LLB 
from the University of Victoria, where she 
was awarded the Mcintyre Medal, and 
her BA from Concordia University. 


Raso’s research explores discretion, 
data-driven technologies and 
administrative law, focusing on last- 
resort benefits programs. This ground- 
breaking work was recently recognized 
at the University of Cambridge Public 
Law Conference, where it was awarded 
the Richard Hart Prize for outstanding 
early career scholarship. Raso’s work 


appears in the Canadian Journal of 

Law and Society, the Political and Legal 
Anthropology Review, the Journal of Law 
and Equality and the Windsor Yearbook 
of Access to Justice. 


Raso is excited to build on UAlberta 
Law’s history of innovative teaching 
and to engage students in the study 
of core legal questions and their 
contemporary manifestations. 


“As a new faculty member, | look 
forward to exploring cutting-edge 
public law issues with students and 
contributing to the faculty's growing 
scholarly community,” she said. 


She’s also keen to be part of a 
faculty that studies law from socio-legal, 
Indigenous and historical perspectives. 


“| hope to build bridges across the 
broader university, including sociology 
and computer science, to deepen our 
understanding of the relationships 
between law, society and technology.” 


Bankruptcy and Insolvency Law 


Hadley Friedland’s research focuses on Indigenous law, 
Aboriginal law, criminal justice, family and child welfare 

law and therapeutic jurisprudence. Friedland has been 
instrumental in implementing programs as a response to 

the 94 Calls to Action found in the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada, such as The Wahkohtowin Project, an 
interdisciplinary course that introduces students to community 
and academic Indigenous-based learning traditions. 


Anna Lund researches bankruptcy and insolvency and debtor- 
creditor law. She was most recently the recipient of a two-year 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) 
Insight Development Grant to support research into the 
relationship between medical bankruptcy in Canada and public 
programs such as the federal employment insurance sickness 
benefit and provincial workers’ compensation programs, which 
provide income support to ill and injured Canadians. 
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SYNCRUDE’S IN-HOUSE 
COUNSEL RELISHES ROLE 
OF GENERALIST 


Navigating many aspects of oilsands 


operations is exciting, rewarding 


By Ben Freeland 


University of Alberta Faculty of Law 


he oilsands aren't for the faint 
of heart,” says Ray Hansen, QC 
81 LLB. 


After more than 30 years as in-house 
counsel for Syncrude, the company’s 
vice-president of law and land knows 
that fact better than anyone. 


“When | first joined Syncrude in 1985, 
this was a frontier industry with many 
interesting challenges, and that is what 
attracted me to it. Thirty years on, it 
still has a frontier feel and continues 
to evolve, and this is why I’m still here.” 


As a UAlberta Law graduate in 1981, 
the Calgary-based lawyer knew next to 
nothing about the energy industry, or 
what the role of in-house counsel for a 
major oilsands operator would entail. 
After four years at Brownlee LLP in 
Edmonton (then Brownlee Fryett) as an 
articling student and associate}, he joined 
Syncrude as corporate counsel in 1985. 
He was promoted to manager of the 
company’s law department in 1989, and 
in 1996 was named general counsel. He 
assumed the additional responsibilities 
of corporate secretary in 2008. 


For Hansen, the role of in-house 
counsel has proven deeply rewarding 
in a number of respects. 
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“| enjoy the fact that as in-house 
counsel you're required to be a 
generalist,” he says. 


“One of the appealing aspects of 
my job that | hadn’t anticipated early 
on was the full-cycle nature of the work. 
This industry is incredibly complex, 
and the work | do touches on everything 
from compliance to intellectual property 
to consultation with First Nations. l’ve 
never thought of myself as an oilsands 
expert and I still don't, because my 
work encompasses so much more than 
oilsands regulation. In private 
practice, your file is typically limited 
to a single aspect of a client's operation. 
In my case, the work is the whole, and 
the interplay of all the pieces is very 
exciting.” 

He also deeply appreciates the sense 
of kinship that comes with being a team 
player in a company. 

“I've had the opportunity to work with 
fantastic leaders and learn from them, 
and then graduate to a leadership role 
myself and thus be able to coach others 
on what I've learned. That experience 
has also been tremendously rewarding.” 


The former president of the Canadian 
Corporate Counsel Association, Hansen 


serves as a member of UAlberta Law’s 
External Advisory Board in Calgary. 

He credits the Faculty, and the tutelage 
he received from instructors such as 
current Alberta Court of Appeal Justice 
Peter Costigan and Ernie Walter, 

a former Brownlee principal and past 
Chief Judge of the Alberta Provincial 
Court, for the success he has enjoyed 
in his career. In particular, he cites 


the Faculty’s fine balance between legal 
fundamentals and groundbreaking new 
curricula as having been instrumental 
in enabling him to succeed in the 
mercurial world of the oilsands 
industry. 


“UAlberta Law has proven itself to 
be very adaptable with the times and 


the work I do touches on everything 
from compliance to intellectual property 


forward-looking, while maintaining a 
strong focus on teaching the basics,” 
said Hansen. “It’s a great law school 
that prepares students extremely well 
for bar exams, articling programs 
and the demands of practice. It does 
a superb job honing students’ critical 
thinking, including analytical skills 
and relevancy assessment. Once 

you master the art of dissembling 
elements of a problem to ascertain 
the primary issue or obstacle, the 
decision-making process becomes a 
lot easier. And if you can do this well, 
you'll go far in large organizations 
like Syncrude where a high premium 
is placed on effective decision- 
making skills.” 


“This industry is incredibly complex, and 


to consultation with First Nations.” 


How does Hansen view his industry's 
prospects — and his own? 


“We're entering a very interesting 
period in the oilsands,” he says. 


“We're seeing a lot of mergers in the 
industry right now in what essentially 
amounts to a repatriation of oilsands 
assets. Many of the newer foreign 
entrants are finding they didn't fully 
understand the challenges inherent 
to this sector, whereas homegrown 
companies like Syncrude, Suncor, 
Cenovus and others who have been 
here from the start are thriving and 
continue to see new opportunities. 
All this is guaranteed to keep me, my 
group and our company very busy.” 
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COLTON FEHR: A MUSICIAN'S 
JOURNEY IN ACADEMIA 


Graduate student Colton Fehr is enroute 


to completing his PhD thesis 


By Brea Elford 
Photography: Joyful Emotion, Jessica Handjiev 


University of Alberta Faculty of Law 


olton Fehr’s PhD journey began 
on the road, in the back seat of 
a van, his days spent juggling 


research into digital technologies and 
governing frameworks, his nights spent 
on stage with a bass guitar in hand. 


Fehr is a musician, most recently as 
the bass player for Saskatchewan-based 
band Autopilot. He’s also a widely- 
published academic and PhD student at 
the University of Alberta Faculty of Law. 


For now, Fehr is putting music aside 
to focus on academics, though he says 
the two roles aren't that different. 


“No matter what | do, it’s my goal to 
captivate my audience. |’m always excited 
to talk about law and to hear from those 
who attend a class or a presentation; 
| look forward to learning from them as 
much as they (hopefully) can learn from 
me,” he said. 
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Fehr is in his second of four years 
pursuing a PhD that focuses on law 
and technology. Under the supervision 
of professor Steven Penney, his thesis, 
tentatively titled “Governing Privacy in 
the Digital Age,” explores the evolution 
of digital evidence as a complex legal 
terrain, and looks at how courts and 
legislatures are reacting to rapidly 
changing technologies. 


“No one has really undertaken a full 
study of that question in Canada, or done 
much of a comparative study to see what 
other countries are doing. | am looking 
at ways to get courts and legislatures to 
rise up to the challenge in a little more 
effective manner,” he said. 


Penney echoed Fehr’s statement, 
saying although much has been written 
about the threat digital technologies 
pose to both individual privacy and law 
enforcement’s ability to combat crime, 


Fehr’s dissertation research “promises 
to provide answers to a critical question 
that has been largely ignored: whether it 
is the courts or Parliament that should 
take the lead in regulating police powers 
intruding on digital privacy.” 


“Colton's dissertation will examine 
the strengths and weaknesses of each 
institution and outline a framework for 
deciding which types of privacy-protecting 
rules should be initiated by courts and 
which by Parliament. It promises to 
provide guidance to both institutions 
on how to think about the governance 
of privacy in the digital era and how 
they might work together to achieve an 
optimal balance between privacy and 
crime control interests,” he said. 


The successful completion of a PhD 
is an extensive process. Fehr began by 
reading the top 40 most relevant books in 
the field. Then he read about 100 articles 


“By writing on controversial and timely 


issues, I hope to be able to influence the 


development of the law in a way I often 


felt was impossible when practising.” 


related to the topic and countless case law 
studies, synthesizing his findings into an 
in-depth annotated bibliography. 


That's all before submitting the major 
written proposal, and on top of the three 
courses required for PhD students. With 
those steps complete, now he can begin 
writing his thesis. 


“It’s a lot of work, but professor Penny 
has been very supportive, encouraging me 
to continue publishing articles in-between 
my thesis work,” he said. 


Fehr has published articles in the 
Journal of International Criminal Justice, 
Queen’s Law Journal and University of 
British Columbia Law Review, to name 
a few. 


Prior to enrolling at UAlberta Law, 
Fehr completed his LLM [with a focus 
on criminal law theory as it relates to 
constitutionalism] at the University of 
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Toronto under professor Kent Roach, and 
before that a JD and BA [with a political 
science major and a Russian language 
minor) at the University of Saskatchewan. 


After practicing law for two years 
in Saskatchewan, both as a Crown 
prosecutor and a law clerk, Fehr decided 
that he had more to offer the law 
profession — and the greater community 
—asan academic. 


“By writing on controversial and timely 
issues, | hope to be able to influence the 
development of the law in a way | often 
felt was impossible when practicing,” he 
said, adding his practical experience has 
proven invaluable to his scholarship. 


“| was once told by a professor that 
practice grounds you, and he was right,” 
said Fehr. 
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“When I was in law 
school I thought it was 


the greatest thing. I came 


back for further studies 

in law just for the sheer 
enjoyment of learning it. 
And from the point of view 
of teaching, there is nothing 
like seeing that enjoyment 
in someone else.” 
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A LIFELONG KNACK 


FOR SOLVING HUMAN 


By Brea Elford 
Photography: Roth & Ramberg 


PROBLEMS THROUGH LOGIC 


Barbara Billingsley wins prestigious 


legal scholarship award 


arbara Billingsley, professor 
B and associate dean of graduate 

studies, has been named a 
recipient of the 2018 Distinguished 
Service Award for Legal Scholarship by 
the Canadian Bar Association Alberta 
Branch and the Law Society of Alberta. 


She joins an impressive cohort of 
other UAlberta Law professors who have 
received this prestigious award, including 
Mitchell McInnes (2016) and Shannon 
O'Byrne (2014). “The areas of law | teach 
and research are very much connected 
to the profession of law — procedure, 
insurance law, class actions — so my 
work, research and teaching doesn’t fall 
into legal theory as much as the work of 
other people might,” said Billingsley. 
“It’s nice to see it’s making a difference 
to people who are doing that kind of work 
and practice.” 


Billingsley has published more than 
20 articles, case comments and book 
reviews in peer-reviewed, academic 
and practitioner-focused law reviews 
and journals. She’s also contributed 
to seven textbooks, casebooks and 
edited collections. 


The desire to publish and learn isn’t 
unique to her, said Billingsley, who 


praises her colleagues and the Faculty 
of Law for research and contributions 
to the profession. 


“Publication is the way of getting 
the work we do out there, beyond the 
students that we're teaching,” she 
said. “Working on books and articles in 
addition to getting your own research 
and thinking out there, it helps to re- 
inform or take your classes in 
new directions.” 


Billingsley has been teaching with 
the Faculty since 1996, first as a 
sessional instructor and then as a full- 
time faculty member since 2001. She 
said a return to school as a professor 
was a natural progression. 


“| loved school,” she said. “When 
| was in law school | thought it was 
the greatest thing. | came back for 
further studies in law just for the sheer 
enjoyment of learning it. And from the 
point of view of teaching, there is 
nothing like seeing that enjoyment in 
someone else.” 


Originally from Calgary, Billingsley 
completed her post-secondary education 
at the University of Alberta. Although 
she participated in political studies 
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and the debating society, pursuits that 
“naturally dovetailed in an interest in 
law,” she chose law because it was both 
challenging and interesting, and because 
it had a logic that appealed to her. 


“| like the way that law tries to find a 
rational way through human problems.” 
she said. “That isn’t to say there’s no 
room for emotion or emotional needs 
within law, but it provides sort of a 
rational structure to follow through 
to try and find solutions.” 


The four Distinguished Service Awards 
(Service to the Profession, Service to 
the Community, Legal Scholarship and 
Pro Bono Legal Service) are awarded 
annually through a nomination and 
selection process. Billingsley said the 
Faculty, specifically Dean Paul Paton 
and Chris Sprysak, associate dean of 
research and faculty development, 
was supportive in not only nominating 
her for this award, but also in nominating 
other faculty members for many 
other recognitions. 


“It's something that wouldn't have 
come my way without their support. 
There are a lot of people who put a 
lot of work into the nomination and 
| appreciate it,” she said. 
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“It’s fascinating to 
watch, and why 
constitutional law 
professors get up 
in the morning.” 


ERIC ADAMS 


on ongoing legal dispute over 
Trans Mountain Pipeline project 
(Globe and Mail) 


University of Alberta Faculty of Law 


FACULTY HIGHLIGHTS 


Eric Adams 


Professor Eric Adams spoke as a panelist at 
the Alberta School of Business conference 
Pipelines, Provinces, and the Constitution on 
April 4, 2018, moderated by the Hon. Anne 
McLellan, PC, OC. Professor Adams spoke 
about the constitutional ground rules governing 
interprovincial pipelines and the constitutional 
principles that help mediate conflicts between 
provinces. He was also cited extensively by the 
media over the course of the Kinder Morgan 
Trans Mountain Pipeline debate in early 2018. 


Annalise Acorn 


Professor Annalise Acorn authored a paper 
entitled “Reclaiming a restorative understanding 
of the victim-offender dichotomy,” which was 
published in the December 2017 edition of 
Restorative Justice: An International Journal. 


Catherine Bell 


Professor Catherine Bell spoke on the 

subject of “Collaborative Research with 
Indigenous Peoples: Legal Contexts and Ethical 
Aspirations,” with a focus on key challenges 
identified by the First Nations Cultural Heritage 
and Law Project and the Intellectual Property in 
Cultural Heritage Project. 


Tamara Buckwold 


Professor Tamara Buckwold participated 
in the 15th Annual Review of Insolvency 
Law Conference at the University of British 
Columbia in February 2018 together with 
Professor Roderick Wood. 


Timothy Caulfield 


Professor Timothy Caulfield received a $9.7 
million grant from Genome Canada to study the 
effectiveness and ethics of kidney transplants, 
in partnership with Metabolomics Innovation 
Centre Director David Wishart. Caulfield will 
co-lead the project together with researchers 
from the University of British Columbia and 
McGill University, which aims to reduce the rate 
of rejected kidney transplants through improved 
genomic tools. 


Hadley Friedland 


Assistant Professor Hadley Friedland 
published a new book entitled The ‘Wetiko’ 
Legal Principles: Cree and Anishinabek 
Responses to Violence and Victimization, which 
was released in the spring of 2018. Based 

on research stemming from her LLM thesis, 
Friedland argues that the ‘wetiko’ myth in Cree 
and Anishinabek culture serves as a useful 
framework for addressing societal ills, and can 
serve as a legal principle aimed at addressing 
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intimate violence in Indigenous communities 
and beyond. 


Joanna Harrington 


Professor Joanna Harrington participated in 
the March 2, 2018 joint conference 
“Battleground Metropolis: Urban Warfare and 
International Humanitarian Law” focused on 
current and future challenges for the protection 
of civilians in urban conflicts, with a focus on 
the ongoing civil war in Syria. 


Cameron Jefferies 


Assistant Professor Cameron Jefferies was 
awarded a $50,000 grant from the Alberta 
Real Estate Foundation for his project 
“Subsidiarity in Action: Effective Biodiversity 
Conservation and Municipal Innovation,” 
with support from the Alberta Land Institute, 
which seeks to explore the environmental 
implications of recent amendments to 

the Municipal Government Act expanding 
municipal jurisdiction over the environment and 
biodiversity. 


Eran Kaplinsky 


Professor Eran Kaplinsky was awarded a four- 
year $467,740 grant by Future Energy Systems 
at the University of Alberta for a project entitled 
“Existing capacity and best practices for the 
integration of future energy systems into 
Canadian cities and First Nations Communities” 
together with co-investigator Professor 
Sandeep Agrawal of the Department of Earth 
and Atmospheric Sciences. 


Malcolm Lavoie 


Assistant Professor Malcolm Lavoie published 
a paper entitled “Aboriginal Title Claims to 
Private Land and the Legal Relevance of 
Disruptive Effects” in the new book Business 
Implications of Aboriginal Law, published on 
March 8, 2018, which focused on the highly 
contentious issue of Aboriginal land claims to 
privately owned land. Assistant Professor Anna 
Lund also contributed a paper to the book. 


Matthew Lewans 


Professor Matthew Lewans published two 
papers during the 2017-2018 academic year: 
“Damages for Unconstitutional Administrative 
Action? A Comment on Ernst v Alberta Energy 
Regulator” in the October 2017 edition of 
Canadian Journal of Administrative Law & 
Practice and “Administrative Constitutionalism 
and the Unity of Public Law” in the Osgoode 
Hall Law School Legal Studies Research Paper 
Series in March 2018. 


Anna Lund 


Assistant Professor Anna Lund received a 
two-year Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council (SSHRC) Insight Development 
Grant in December 2017 to support a research 
project into the relationship between medical 
bankruptcy in Canada and public programs 
such as the federal employment insurance 
sickness benefit and provincial workers’ 
compensation programs. Lund also contributed 
a paper entitled “Judgment Enforcement Law in 
Indigenous Communities - Reflections on the 


Indian Act and Crown Immunity from Execution” 


in the new book Business Implications of 
Aboriginal Law, published on March 8, 2018, to 
which Assistant Professor Malcolm Lavoie also 
contributed. 


Ubaka Ogbogu 


Assistant Professor Ubaka Ogbogu co- 
authored three new health law-related papers 
published during the 2017-2018 academic 

year: “Mitochondrial Replacement Therapy: 
The Road to the Clinic in Canada” (Journal of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology Canada, October 
2017), “Promotion and marketing of bioidentical 
hormone therapy on the internet: a content 
analysis of websites” (Menopause, October 
2017) and “Research on Human Embryos and 
Reproductive Materials: Revisiting Canadian 
Law and Policy” (Health Policy, February 2018). 
A further paper “The involvement of Canadian 
physicians in promoting and providing unproven 
and unapproved stem cell interventions” is set 
to be published in December 2018 in BMC 
Medical Ethics. 


George Pavlich 


Professor George Pavlich published a new 
book, Criminal Accusation: Political Rationales 
and Socio-Legal Practices, in January 2018. 
The book analyzes the ideas and political 
patterns that influence how people first enter 
the criminal justice system and how this influx 
could be reduced, while arguing for more 
democratic ways of determining what types 

of wrongdoing should be treated as criminal. 
He also co-authored the paper “Recalibrating 
victimhood in the European Union and 
Canada” with UAlberta political scientist 

Lori Thorlakson, which was published in the 
December 2017 edition of Restorative Justice: 
An International Journal. 


Steven Penney 


Penney published a paper entitled “Should 
Prosper Warnings Be Given to Non-Diligent 
Detainees Who Waive the Right to Counsel?” in 
the December 2017 edition of Criminal Reports. 


Linda Reif 


Professor Linda Reif published a paper in the 
November 2017 edition of Human Rights Law 
Review. The paper, entitled “The UN Guiding 
Principles on Business and Human Rights and 
Networked Governance: Improving the Role 

of Human Rights Ombudsman Institutions as 
National Remedies,” focused on how to better 
empower national human rights institutions 
in the face of private sector activity that 
compromises human rights. 


Roderick Wood 


Professor Roderick Wood participated in the 15th 
Annual Review of Insolvency Law Conference at 
the University of British Columbia in February 
2018 together with Professor Tamara Buckwold. 


RAISING THE BAR 


A year of outstanding Faculty achievements 


Peter Sankoff was once again 
named a finalist in the Canadian 
Lawyer Top 25 Most Influential 
Lawyers in Canada (Criminal Law). 
Sankoff, who focuses his work on 
legal issues surrounding the criminal 
trial process and the relationship 


between animals and the law, has won 


numerous awards, including the 2016 
Brightspace Award for Innovation in 
Teaching from the Society of Teaching 


and Learning in Higher Education, the 


first professor from UAlberta Law to 
do so. 


Ubaka Ogbogu and Erin Nelson 
were awarded a CIHR Planning 
Grant for $20,000. Ogbogu, the 
principal investigator and project 
lead, and Nelson, the co-applicant, 
will work with other applicants from 


across Canada to research the impact 


of British Columbia’s First Nations 
Health Authority on indicators of 
Indigenous health, such as infant 
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mortality, mental health, chronic 
diseases, health inequality and others. 


Joanna Harrington is one of two 
to received the CALT Academic 
Excellence in 2018, which honours 
exceptional contribution to research 
and law teaching by a Canadian 
law teacher in mid-career. This is 
the first time a law professor from 
UAlberta law has received this award. 
Harrington specializes in matters of 
constitutional law and international 
law, presenting at conferences 
around the world and publishing in 
internationally-ranked journals. 


Anna Lund and Barbara Bilingsley 
both received grants from UAlberta’s 
Teaching and Learning Enhancement 
Fund to support their participation at 
the association for Canadian Clinical 
Legal Education and the Canadian 
Association of Law Teachers joint 
conference at Queen’s University 
Faculty of Law this spring. 
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ENTICED BY NEW 
FRONTIERS IN 


LEGAL MARIJUANA 


Jillian Swainson becomes general 
counsel at Aurora Cannabis 
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By Ben Freeland 


“T certainly never thought I'd be telling my 
93-year-old grandmother that I’m going to 
work for a cannabis company.” 


illian Swainson had every reason 

to be confident that her academic 

background in law and commerce 
would position her for an exciting career 
in business law. Yet the industry she’s 
now a part of didn’t even exist at the time 
she graduated from University of Alberta 
Law in 2007. 


In February, Swainson became 
general counsel and senior vice- 
president of Edmonton-based Aurora 
Cannabis Inc., one of Canada’s three 
largest licensed producers of 
medical cannabis. 


“| certainly never thought I'd be 
telling my 93-year-old grandmother 
that I'm going to work for a cannabis 
company,” said Swainson. 


“That said, I've been working closely 
with Aurora for the past four years and 
they ended up becoming my main client, 
so it was a natural move.” 


Swainson, a Red Deer native who 
earned a bachelor of commerce at the 
University of Alberta prior to enrolling 
in UAlberta Law, joins the team at 
Aurora after a decade-long stint at 
Brownlee LLP in Edmonton, where 
she was a partner. 


At Brownlee she handled a wide 
range of business law matters, 
including corporate, commercial, 
intellectual property and securities 
work. She also developed a working 
relationship with Aurora's founders, 
CEO Terry Booth and president 
Steve Dobler. 


As Aurora’s go-to legal advisor, 
Swainson became enthralled with 
the breakneck pace of change in the 
burgeoning medical cannabis industry. 


“It's a totally new industry, and one 
in which Canada is leading the world,” 
she said. “The pace of change in this 
sector is so fast that six months in the 
cannabis industry is like six years in 
virtually any other industry. It’s exciting 
to say the least.” 


Alberta has embraced the industry 
and is in the process of developing a 
sensible legislative and business model 
for adult use recreational cannabis, 
she said. 


“The province has undertaken 
extensive consultations with the 
public and with industry experts and 
is charting the right course ... contrast 
that with Ontario, which has announced 
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that they will only have 40 retailers 
for a population of over 14 million.” 


Public attitudes around cannabis are 
transforming as quickly as the industry 
itself, she said. 


“Two years ago, most people still 
weren't taking this industry seriously. 
Today we have more and more people 
in suits with MBAs entering the 
cannabis world and working alongside 
the old guard, as well as various 
other professionals recognizing how 
significant this sector is going to be 
in Canada and globally.” 


Swainson believes that her UAlberta 
Law education, with its focus on legal 
fundamentals, stand her in great 
stead as her career takes this 
unexpected turn. 


“My instructors really taught me 
how to think outside the box about the 
law and be creative. In the industry I’m 
in, practically everything is brand new 
and with little if any precedent, and the 
education | received, plus my formative 
experience at Brownlee, was the best 
training ground for this that | could 
have hoped for.” 
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CLASS 
NOTES 


Hon. Allan Wachowich, QC, ‘58 LLB 


Hon. Allan Wachowich, QC will be inducted into 
the Alberta Order of Excellence in October of 
2018. Wachowich served as a judge in Alberta 
for 35 years from his initial appointment in 1974 
until his retirement in 2009, and was appointed 
Associate Chief Justice of the Court of Queen's 
Bench in 1993 and Chief Justice of the Court of 
Queen's Bench in 2001. Nicknamed “the Polish 
Prince,” Wachowich holds the provincial record 
for most new lawyers admitted to the bar at over 
600. He received an honorary doctorate from the 
University of Alberta in 2012. 


Rt. Hon. Beverley McLachlin, ‘68 LLB 


Former Supreme Court of Canada Chief Justice 
Beverley McLachlin accepted a new appointment 
as a non-permanent judge in the Court of Final 
Appeal in Hong Kong in the spring of 2018. 

She retired from the SCC in December 2017 
after a 36 year judicial career. After leading 
Canada’s top court for a record 17 years, she 
made her final appearance at UAlberta Law 

in her capacity as Chief Justice in September 
2017 as Orientation Day keynote speaker for the 
incoming Class of 2020. She also released her 
much-anticipated debut work of fiction, a legal 
thriller entitled Full Disclosure, in May 2018. 


University of Alberta Faculty of Law 


Hon. Steven Mandziuk, ‘91 LLB, was appointed justice 
of the Court of Queen's Bench of Alberta. 


Bryan Waller, QC, ‘68 LLB 


Bryan Waller, QC was recently appointed Board 
Chair of Beacon Community Services in Victoria, 
BC — the province's largest charity by budget 
size, which provides health, children and family, 
training and employment, adult recreation, 
housing and volunteer services across southern 
Vancouver Island and the outer Gulf Islands. 
Waller and his wife Margaret reside in the Mount 
Newton Alley area of Saanich Peninsula on 
Vancouver Island, where they operate a small 
vineyard and live in a historic house that once 
belonged to former British Columbia Lieutenant 
Governor Maj.-Gen. George Pearkes, where 

he golfs regularly and drives a restored 1965 
Morgan 4/4 convertible. 


Hon. Sheila Greckol, “75 LLB 


Alberta Court of Appeal Justice Sheila 

Greckol has been selected to receive a 2018 
Alumni Award from the University of Alberta 
in recognition of her legal contributions to the 
protection of human rights. Greckol is well 
known for her role as lead counsel for Delwin 
Vriend in the landmark 1998 Supreme Court 
of Canada case Vriend v Alberta, which ruled 
that Alberta's lack of LGBTQ2 rights provisions 
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violated the Canadian Charter of Rights and 

Freedoms. In March 2018 she participated in the 
university's inaugural Chancellor’s Forum “Pride 
or Prejudice” which marked the 20th anniversary 


of the ruling. 


John Waddell, QC, ‘78 LLB 


John Waddell, QC received the 2017 Georges 

A. Goyer, QC Memorial Award for Distinguished 
Service in November 2017, the highest honour 
given by the Canadian Bar Association, BC Branch 
(CBABC]. A founding partner of the Victoria, BC 
law firm Waddell Raponi LLP since 1986, Waddell 
has been practising law for over 35 years and 

has been involved in leadership roles with the 
organized Bar, both provincially and nationally, for 
30 years. 


Hon. Sheilah Martin, ‘83 LLB 


Hon. Sheilah Martin was appointed to the 
Supreme Court of Canada in November 2017. 
Martin was first appointed to the bench in 2005 
as a Court of Queen's Bench of Alberta Justice, 
and also served as deputy judge for the Supreme 
Court of Yukon starting in 2009. She is famous 
for her role as part of David Milgaard’s legal 
team, helping him secure a precedent-setting 


$10-million compensation award in 2005 
following his exoneration for the 1969 rape and 
murder of Gail Miller, as well as for her role in 
securing compensation for Indian Residential 
School survivors. 


Hon. Marta E. Burns, ‘88 LLB 


Hon. Marta Burns was appointed to Alberta's 
Court of Queen's Bench in February 2018. Burns 
is well known for her work on social justice 
causes, including tutoring prison inmates and 
and leading two capital campaigns for WINGS of 
Providence Society, a second-stage shelter for 
women and children fleeing family violence. She 
received the Government of Alberta's Inspiration 
Lifetime Achievement Award in 2013 for her 
work on behalf of victims of family violence. 

She has also taught bar admission courses and 
served as a guest Speaker at the University of 
Alberta and other post-secondary institutions. 


Alex Pourbaix, ‘89 LLB 


Alex Pourbaix was appointed president and 
CEO of Cenovus Energy in October 2017. Prior 
to joining Cenovus, Pourbaix spent 27 years 
with TransCanada Corporation in a variety 

of roles, including Chief Operating Officer, in 
which capacity he oversaw numerous major 
infrastructure projects and operations. He has 
also served as Board Chair for the Canadian 
Energy Pipeline Association and currently serves 
on the Board of Trican Well Service Ltd. He is 
also a dedicated United Way volunteer. 


Hon. Steven Mandziuk, ‘91 LLB 


Hon. Steven Mandziuk was appointed justice 

of the Court of Queen's Bench of Alberta in 
Edmonton in September 2017. Mandziuk began 
his legal career at the Edmonton law firms 

of Bishop & McKenzie LLP and Barr Picard 
Barristers & Solicitors, later joining the legal 
department at Telus Communications Inc. and 
then serving as General Counsel to Finning 
International's Canadian operations. He also 
served as the Alberta Branch President of the 
Canadian Bar Association from 2014 to 2015 and 
chaired the Steering Committee of the CBA Re- 
Think Project from 2014 to 2016. 


Sandra L. Stolz, ‘91 LLB 


Sandra Stolz currently serves as as co- 
coordinator of the Rotary International project 
“Water Filters for Families” together with her 
husband, a project that aims to bring clean, safe 
drinking water to the families in communities 
around Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. The project 
encompasses hand-washing programs in 
schools, provision of individual small filters for 
families, health centres, schools and churches, 
stand-alone water purification plants for primary 
schools in local communities and distribution 

of educational materials to local communities. 


To date, the project has raised more than 
US$250,000 and brought clean, safe drinking 
water to more than 15,000 people. 


Hon. L. Bernette Ho, ‘95 LLB 


Hon. L. Bernette Ho was appointed to Alberta's 
Court of Queen's Bench in April 2018. As a 
partner with Norton Rose Fulbright Canada in 
Calgary, Ho specialized in representing energy 
companies in court and before the Alberta 
Utilities Commission and other regulatory 
tribunals, particularly in relation to the electricity 
industry. She is active as a Law Society of Alberta 
volunteer, serving on the society’s Professional 
Responsibility and Conduct Committees, and 

has volunteered with the Alberta bar admission 
course. 


Tania Bubela, ‘03 LLB 


Tania Bubela was named the new Health 
Sciences Dean at Simon Fraser University 

in the Fall of 2017. A Horace Harvey Gold 
Medal-winning graduate, Bubela previously 
completed a PhD in Biology at the University of 
Sydney (Australia) and served as a professor of 
zoology at the University of Toronto. Prior to her 
appointment at SFU she served as an instructor 
hin intellectual property and technology 
commercialization at the Alberta School of 
Business and as Associate Dean of Research at 
the UAlberta School of Public Health from 2014 
to 2016. 


David Cuschieri, ‘04 LLB 


David Cuschieri was recognized among Lexpert’s 
Rising Stars: Leading Lawyers Under 40 in 
November 2018. He is a partner with Torys LLP 
in Calgary, where he specializes in corporate and 
commercial law with an emphasis on domestic 
and international energy, oil and gas, power and 
related infrastructure transactions. He was also 
named by Lexpert as a “leading lawyer to watch” 
in the oil and gas sector in both 2017 and 2018. 


Cherie Langlois-Klassen, ‘06 LLB 


Cherie Langlois-Klassen was appointed as a 
Tribunal member of the Alberta Human Rights 
Commission in 2017, and was recently appointed 
Vice-Chair of the Alberta Mental Health Review 
Panel, both for three year terms. She also 
currently holds a five-year appointment as a 
Clinical Associate in the Faculty of Nursing at 
the University of Alberta. She is principal of 

the Cherie Langlois-Klassen Professional Law 
Corporation and maintains employment with the 
Alberta Union of Provincial Employees (AUPE), 
representing the union and its members in 
labour disputes and at arbitration. 
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Upcoming 
Reunions 


Class of 1978, 40th Year 


JUNE 1-2, 2018: Evening social, reception 


LOCATION: Gavel, Law Centre, Royal 
Mayfair Golf Club 


Class of 1973, 45th Year 


JUNE 22-24, 2018: Campus tour, golf 
tournament, local activities, evening 
receptions 


LOCATION: Law Centre, Faculty 
Club, Matrix Hotel, Pampas Brazilian 
Steakhouse 


Class of 1968, 50th Year 
SEPTEMBER 21-22, 2018: Dinner 


LOCATION: Upper Crust Cafe & Caterers, 
Golden Grads dinner hosted by Alumni 
Weekend 


Class of 1993, 25th Year 
SEPTEMBER 22, 2018: Afternoon social 
LOCATION: CN Alumni Hall, Law Centre 


Class of 1983, 35th Year 
SEPTEMBER 22, 2018: Evening social 
LOCATION: Gavel, Law Centre 


PLANNING A REUNION OR WANT 
TO ATTEND ONE NOTED ABOVE? 


LET US KNOW AT 
LAW.EVENTS@UALBERTA.CA 


COMMUNITY 


EXPERIENCE: 


THE BEST TEACHER 


A commitment to the quality of Alberta's criminal advocates 
drives prominent defence attorney Brian Beresh 


hen two university students 
strolled down to the South 
Saskatchewan River to float 


a cooler of beer over to a sandbar and 
do alittle skinny-dipping — and were 
subsequently charged with public nudity 
after a police officer and his daughter 
came upon them — it was a young Brian 
Beresh, QC who was assigned to defend 
their case. 


Then a second-year law student at 
the University of Saskatchewan, working 
at Legal Aid, the inexperienced Beresh 
managed to lose the trial. But when 
he angrily told his supervising lawyer 
that someone should do the appeal, 
he remembers her saying, “ ‘Yeah, 
someone will do the appeal — you will.’ ” 


With trepidation, Beresh went to 
the courthouse, briefcase in hand, 
and prepared to argue the summary 
conviction appeal. 


University of Alberta Faculty of Law 


“It’s sad to learn from the dean that only 


about nine per cent of graduates give back 


to the law school here. That’s disappointing. 


Part of my plan is to encourage lawyers to 


do more giving back.” 


The prosecutor in the case, his senior 
in age and experience, turned to Beresh 
in a private moment and suggested he 
abandon his position and avoid a blow 
to his reputation. When a white-haired 
judge came in, the young student's 
heart sank,as he thought he didn’t 
stand a chance. 


Beresh saw two choices: he could 
go down to that same river and end his 
misery, or he could abandon the appeal. 
But neither happened. He stood his 
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ground and fought. In fact, the recorded 
case, R vs Benolkin, is still cited as an 
authority in Martin's Criminal Code. 


“Because of my experience with 
mooting and the lesson it had taught me 
about being courageous and continuing 
in the face of all odds, | decided no, 
| would continue with [the appeal],” 
he said. 


While Beresh describes his own 
university mooting experiences as 
“rudimentary,” he is a big supporter of 


By Daneda Russ 


Brian Beresh believes it is imperative 

to improve the quality of graduating 
lawyers in this province, by honing both 
their writing abilities and their level of 
advocacy in the courtroom 


experiential education and wants to give 
more aspiring lawyers the opportunity 
to participate. Having lectured as a 
sessional instructor at the University 

of Alberta’s Faculty of Law for some 30 
years, teaching Advanced Criminal Law 
for more than 15, and most recently 
developing and teaching a course 
focused on wrongful convictions for 
senior law students, Beresh believes it 
is imperative to improve the quality of 
graduating lawyers in this province, both 
in terms of their writing abilities and in 
their courtroom advocacy skills. 


With this goal in mind, his decision to 
sponsor the University of Alberta’s Gale 
Cup Moot Team with a gift of $25,000 
over the next five years should come 
as no surprise. 


Beresh tells this story in his 
temporary quarters on the 12th floor of 
Bell Tower, overlooking the action that 
is Edmonton's Ice District. Four decades 
into a noteworthy career practising 
criminal defence and human/civil rights 
law, Beresh is now called upon to defend 
those accused of the most serious 
crimes, men like Travis Vader and Larry 
Fisher, and has served in some of the 
longest and most debated trials in the 
province's history. He has appeared on 
numerous occasions before the Supreme 
Court of Canada and worked with 
clients such as Greenpeace. He's also 
a published author who enjoys probing 
legal history, and a celebrated speaker. 


Just lately he has added a new 


trajectory to his career: creating 
Beresh Law, a boutique firm Beresh 
says will allow him to leave behind the 
administrative duties he had at Liberty 
Law [the firm he co-founded when he 
came to Edmonton in the early 1980s) 
and focus on cases and clients. 


Throughout his career, Beresh 
has been driven by a desire to 
always improve. 


“| hope we never stop learning. 
That's one of my philosophies,” he says. 


To that end, Beresh would like to see 
the Faculty of Law continue to build on 
its relationship with the greater legal 
community, especially alumni. “If you 
see the law school only as a place you 
went to obtain a law degree, as opposed 
to being part of your continuing legal 
education, that’s too bad.” 


Beresh might be in the middle of a 
first-degree murder trial this week, but 
that doesn’t mean he won't be pulling 
a fire truck full of water this weekend 
in support of a hospital's burn unit, 
organizing a spin-a-thon for the YMCA 
or heading down to CKUA Radio to make 
a pledge. An avid hockey player and 
mountain climber, he admits that he’s 
attracted to causes that also allow him 
get a little exercise, but giving back to his 
community and his profession is simply 
an integral part of his life. 


“| love what | do. | have no plans 
to retire. | love my work. | love 
being creative. | love giving back 
to the community.” 
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The Gale Cup 


One of the longest running moots in 
Canada, the Gale Cup is a national 
bilingual legal competition for 
second- and third-year students, 
focusing on criminal law. Held in 
Toronto, the Gale gives aspiring 
lawyers the opportunity to argue 
what supporter Brian Beresh calls 
“highly relevant” cases in front of 
judges from the Supreme Court of 
Canada and across the country. 


Criminal lawyer and Faculty of 

Law professor Peter Sankoff, who 
co-coached the Gale Cup team to 

an overall victory in 2018, calls the 
value of mooting “incalculable” for 
students. “It’s about as real and as 
vibrant an opportunity as you're 
going to get to act like a real lawyer.” 
This year’s win is the second one for 
the University of Alberta [the first 
time the team won was in 2001). 


Sankoff notes that the team’s 
success has brought positive 
attention to the university, bolstered 
by contributions made by the 
greater community, which includes 
lawyer Brian Beresh. “We've been 
incredibly successful in the past, 
which is a reflection of the support 
we've received from sponsors.” 
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COMMUNITY 


IN MEMORIAM 


| Gerald Fridman, QC 


Professor and former UAlberta Law 
Dean Gerald Fridman, QC, FRSC, one 
of Canada’s most prolific and leading 
private law scholars and teachers, 
died on November 24, 2017. He was 89. 


Fridman’s career spanned continents, 
universities and generations. 


Considering the scope of his 
distinguished career, his tenure as 
dean from 1970 to 1976 was just the 
beginning. 

Fridman’s journey in law began across 
the pond when he graduated from Oxford 
University in 1948 with a BA, a BCL and 
an MA. Later, he jumped continents 
yet again and soon graduated from the 
University of Adelaide in South Australia 
with a Master in Law. 


Along with his deanship at the Faculty, 
he held academic positions in Australia, 
the United Kingdom, Hong Kong and 
Canada, both as a sitting and visiting 
professor. As a practicing lawyer, he was 
admitted as barrister-at-law in London, 
England, while also serving as barrister 
and solicitor of the Supreme Court of 


| Frederick C’. DeCoste 


University of Alberta Faculty of Law 


Professor Frederick C. “Ted” DeCoste 
died at his Edmonton home on February 
16, 2018. 


DeCoste joined UAlberta Law in 1987 
as an assistant professor and served 
as a instructor for 27 years until his 
retirement as a full professor in 2014. 
As an instructor, he taught classes in 
jurisprudence, legal ethics and legal 
foundations as well as senior seminars 
on the law and its relation to topics 
like religion and the Holocaust. He 
also coached the Faculty’s Laskin Moot 
teams and served a term as Associate 
Dean of Graduate Studies 
and Research. 


As a legal researcher, DeCoste’s 
articles have appeared in numerous 
journals in Canada, the US and the 
UK. His book The Holocaust's Ghost: 
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South Australia and as barrister and 
solicitor in both Alberta and Ontario. 


He was also served as Director of 
the Alberta Institute of Law Research 
and Reform. 


As a prolific scholar and an expert 
in the law of contracts, agency, torts, 
sale of goods and restitution, Fridman 
published more than a dozen books on 
legal matters and over one hundred 
articles, major papers, case notes and 
book reviews. 


His work has been cited in more than 
50 decisions of the Supreme Court of 
Canada and his writing on Canadian 
private law has impacted hundreds 
of law professionals, students and 
academics. Currently, he is the only 
Canadian legal academic to have written 
five separate leading treatises on five 
distinguished areas of Canadian law. 


Writings on Art, Politics, Law, and 
Education, which he co-authored 
with Bernard Schwartz, won the 2001 
Alberta Scholarly Book of the Year 
Award and the 2001 Canadian Society 
for Yad Vashem Award for Holocaust 
History. 


Born in Charlottetown, Prince 
Edward Island, DeCoste initially studied 
social work and rose to the position 
of principal of Mistikwa Community 
College (now North West College) in 
North Battleford, Saskatchewan before 
deciding to pursue a law degree. He 
completed his LLB at the University 
of Saskatchewan in 1985 and an LLM 
at Osgoode Hall School of Law at York 
University in 1987. 


He is survived by his wife of 21 years, 
Lynn Cunningham. 


GIFT REPORT 


The UAlberta Law continues to scale new heights as a 
top global law school thanks in no small part to generous 
support from donors. This year over $1 million was raised 
— an increase of 42 per cent from last year. 


Your donations support scholarships, prizes, bursaries, 
new courses, research grants and extracurricular activities 
like our competitive moot and peer support programs. They 
allow students the opportunity to fully immerse themselves 
in their legal studies and the law school experience, and 
help foster a faculty community of capable and dedicated 


scholars, teachers, practitioners and leaders. Not only 
does your donation heighten UAlberta Law’s reputation as 
a world-renowned law program, it helps prepare and equip 
new lawyers with the tools and resources required to have 
a significant impact in our community, in Canada and 


around the world. 


APRIL 1, 2017 - MARCH 31, 2018 


FACULTY OF LAW FUNDRAISING 
ACHIEVEMENT TOTAL: 


336 


UAB sieeraset te 


FUNDRAISING 
ACHIEVEMENT FOR 
2017/2018 (Fiscal year] 
FACULTY OF LAW* 


$100,000-$499,00 


Alberta Law Foundation 
1 Individual Donor 


$25,000 - $49,999 


AllerGen 
Ottawa Hospital Research Institute 
1 Individual Donor 


$10,000 - $24,999 


Edmonton Bar Association 
The McLean McCuaig Foundation 
2 Individual Donors 


$5,000 - $9,999 


The Foundation for Legal Research 

U of A - Faculty of Law Graduation 2018 
Emery Jamieson LLP 

Bishop & McKenzie LLP 

Services OR LP/Sec 

5 Individual Donors 


Note: Donor count totals reflect total 
donations per giving level. Donors may be 
counted more than once. 


$2,500 - $4,999 


The Canadian Energy Law Foundation 
Miller Thomson LLP 

Duncan Craig LLP 

Alberta Provincial Judges Association 
5 Individual Donors 


$1000 - $2,499 


Torys LLP 

Tomkins Law Office 

Assiff Law Office 

Gary V. Frohlich Professional Corporation 
Witten LLP 

Bennett Jones LLP 

DLA Piper (Canada) LLP 

MLT Aikins LLP 

Law Society of Alberta 

Field Management Services 

Reynolds Mirth Richards & Farmer LLP 
F.A.X Lavergne Professional Corporation 
Canons of Construction 

McCuaig Desrochers LLP 

Chomicki Baril Mah LLP 

Edmonton Community Foundation 

35 Individual Donors 


UNDER $1000 


317 Donations 
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LEAVE A LEGACY 


You have the power to make a 
difference. When you make a 
legacy gift to UAlberta Law, you're 
empowering future lawyers and 
contributing to the legal profession 
for years to come. Your generosity 
is greatly appreciated. 


DONATE TODAY 


Gillian Reid 

Assistant Director, Advancement 
780-492-5573 
gillian.reid@ualberta.ca 


The Faculty of Law strives for accuracy in 
recognizing its donors and partners. Please 
contact the Assistant Dean, Advancement 
with any discrepancies within this report: 
780-940-1874 or lawdev@ualberta.ca. 


* Includes new pledges, pledge payments 
and gifts made in the fiscal year 
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MAKE YOUR GIFT COUNT 


To make a gift in support of the University of Alberta Faculty of Law, please contact: 
Gillian Reid, Assistant Director of Advancement, University of Alberta Faculty of Law 
780.492.5573 or lawdev@ualberta.ca 


DONATE ONLINE ualberta.ca/law/make-a-gift 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 
ey, FACULTY OF LAW 


Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to: 


University of Alberta Faculty of Law 
Law Centre 
Edmonton Alberta T6G 2H5 Canada 


